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FOLKLORE FROM SOCORRO, 
NEW MEXICO 
(PART IT) 


By DoroTHy J. BAYLOR 


This is the second, and concluding, installment taken from 
Socorro Folklore. For the first part, see HF 6:91-100.—The 
Editor. 


I. HISTORY AND CUSTOMS 


1. The Naming of Socorro 


When the Spaniards were coming over the hill, they saw 
a little town and they were hungry because they had no food 
to eat. The Indians fed them corn and food, and they said 
the Lord had helped them; and that is where Socorro got its 
name. The word socorro means help. 


2. The Captive 
Told in Spanish to Arthur Castillo by his father. 

When Gabriel Penia was six years old, he was out caring 
for the oxen at “Standing Rock,” which is at the foot of “M” 
mountain. He was taken captive by the Navajo Indians who 
lived at the alamos. The pueblo was situated close to Magda- 
lena. He lived with them for twelve years. After peace 
was declared between the Indians and the settlers from So- 
corro, the Indians brought him home. The following morning 
he escaped but was overtaken before reaching the Navajo 
pueblo. To satisfy his loneliness, his real parents took him 
to see his Indian “Tota” and Indian ‘‘Na-na.” His real par- 
ents had a hard time to break him of his Indian way and 
to keep him from returning to the Indians. He passed away 
just a few years ago. He was never called by his real name, 
but always by his nickname, ‘‘Captive.” 

8. Early Warfare 

During a battle of the early settlers the men who were 
armed with slingshots followed these commands: Hand to 
sack, rock to sling, spin the sling, fire! 

4. A. Horsemanship Game 


A long time ago during fiesta time, the Mexicans around 
Socorro had a daring sport like a contest, and every man 
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who possessed a horse could enter it. They would bury a 
live rooster with only its head sticking out. The contestants 
would ride by at full speed and try to jerk the rooster’s head 
off. The one who succeeded would win. 


4. B. Horsemanship Game 


This is another Mexican custom that was a winter sport. 
Many years ago the Plaza was a lake, and in the winter when 
it froze, the men on horses would run to it and see who could 
slide the farthest. 


II. WITCHES 


5. Use of Hair tn Bewitching 


Years ago the women believed that when they combed 
their hair, the witches could get ahold of the hair that fell and 
would turn the hair into something to harm them; so they 
gathered every hair that fell and put it in between the bricks 
in the wall so the witches couldn’t get it. 

6. Finding a Witch 

To find out whether some people were witches or not they 
would put some scissors like a cross under a cushion. If the 
one that sat there was a witch, she couldn’t get up until some- 
one removed the scissors. 

7. Discovering Witchcraft 

The way to find out if a witch has something against you 
is to put some mistletoe under the pillow; then if it is gone 
in the morning, that means that the witch has something 
against you and will come back later to do some harm. 


8. Man Who Could See Witches 


Told in Spanish to Marion Esquivel by her father. 

Only a certain man by the name of John could find out 
who a witch was. When he would see a witch out flying at 
night, all he had to do was to make a cross on the ground, and 
the witch would come down. She usually begged for forgive- 
ness and begged the man not to tell anyone who she was. 


9. Witch as Chicken 
Told to Marion Esquivel by Anne Esquivel. 
A chicken had been hanging around the yard of a woman 
and her daughter. She had been coming there every day, 
and she would even be looking through the screen door at 
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night. Then the woman and her daughter decided to catch 
the chicken. They did, and they beat her and hit her with 
sticks until the poor chicken couldn’t move. The next day 
a woman whom these two had suspected was a witch was 
all beaten up, and she stayed in bed because she couldn’t 
move. 


10. Witch as Cat 


There was a witch that had a son. Her son was always 
drunk. She would turn herself into a cat and watch him. She 
would always be around rubbing against his boois. 

One night he was outside drunk, and the same cat came 
again. He said he was tired of having a cat following him 
around; so he took his gun and shot the cat. He shot him in 
the leg. Later when he got home he found out that his mother 
had been wounded in the leg. 


Hl. RELIGIOUS STORIES 
11. Pride Rebuked 
Told in Spanish to Marion Esquivel by her mother. 

There was a lady who used to go to church every day. 
She thought her soul was pure. One Sunday in church she 
asked God to have something appear before the people to 
show them how her soul was. Then a black dog walked 
across the altar. The woman was surprised and fainted. 


12. Miracle 


Some people did not want their daughter to become a nun, 
and so one day she was all ready to leave, when she walked 
out and saw Jesus in the upstairs window. She went in and 
called her dad and mother. After they saw it, they ap- 
proved of their daughter’s desire to become a nun. They 
went and told the priest of Belen what they could see on the 
window; so he ordered them to have the glass removed and to 
take it to the church. When they got to the church with the 
glass, they could not see Jesus; but they had already put 
another glass on the window, and they could see it. They say 
that it is not on the glass, that it is on the sky; and it reflects 
on the glass. I have gone to see it several times, and I have 
always seen Jesus; but there are some that say that they see 
different saints. If you desire to wash the window you may 
do so. 
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IV. TREASURE STORIES 


13. Lost Gold Field 


There was a man out taking a walk on the side of a moun- 
tain and found something that looked like gold. After he 
had gone into town and found out it was really gold, he could 
never find the place where he had found the first nugget al- 
though he had looked for it about a month. 


14. A. Ghost Guards Treasure 
This story was told by a man now living in Magdalena. 


It was at the time when he used to go out looking for buried 
treasure. At this particular time his arrows pointed out 
treasure, and so he started digging. He dug down about 
seven feet when he was terrified at the sight of a man who 
had been buried there. The man was still alive. He was so 
frightened that he left without turning back. Later he re- 
turned and found that the treasure had been dug and carried 
away. His explanation is that this man had been buried 
there to guard the treasure, but he had been frightened and 
the treasure had been carried away. 
14. B. Ghost Guards Treasure 

Told in Spanish to Eloisa Martinez by her father. 

Three brothers had a load of gold bars, and there was a 
war going on somewhere in the plains by Val Verde, New 
Mexico. They decided to bury this gold. People say that it 
is buried somewhere between the mountains near Tokay, New 
Mexico. 


Many have gone to see if they can find it, but always they 
miss. They never can look for it in the daytime, only at night. 
Some of those who have gone have said that when midnight 
comes around, three armed men on big horses gallop down 
and want to trample them. 


One of the men who had gone for the treasure had his 
fortune told. He was told that he had missed the treasure 
by only twenty-five feet. He also was told that the one who 
is to find the treasure isn’t even born yet. 


15. Treasure Transformed 


Told in Spanish to Rosie Montoya by her mother. 
A man claims this story to be true. There were men who 
had buried a treasure and this man was very sure where it 


This content downloaded from 185.2.32.60 on Mon, 23 Jun 2014 02:59:51 AM 
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions 


142 HOOSIER FOLKLORE 


was. He came to town to look for another man to help him. 
When the two came to the place where the treasure was, it 
had turned to black coal, no longer gold. It is said that one 
of the men envied the other; so the gold had turned to coal. 


16. Treasure Comes to Lazy Man 
Told in Spanish to Eloisa Martinez by her father. 

This man was the laziest of all men. He always said that 
what was to be his would always fall in through the chimney 
of the house. 

One day he went out to get wood and there he found a pot 
of gold. When he came back, he told his wife about it. Of 
course, his wife asked him why he hadn’t brought it. He said 
that he’d go for it when he had time. His wife, not able to keep 
anything secret, told her neighbors, who happened to be 
some of these rich people that want everything for themselves. 
When the rich man heard this, he immediately set forth to 
get it. Well, he found this thing—a pot of gold—though he 
didn’t open it until he got home. When he did open it, he 
found out that the pot was full of dirt. He was so angry that 
he decided to put the pot of dirt down the lazy man’s chimney. 
Almost at midnight the wife of the lazy man heard a big 
noise at the fireplace. The wife wanted to get up, but the 
lazy man told her not to bother until morning when she got up. 
In the morning when the wife got up, she saw a pile of gold 
by the fireplace. She told her husband what had fallen down 
the chimney and he answered, “I told you that what was to 
be mine would come down the chimney.” 


V. BURIED-ALIVE STORIES 


17. Thieves Discover Live Burial 
Contributed by Eloisa Martinez. 


Once a rich woman who had been sick for quite a while 
had a trance. This means prolonged sleep-like condition. The 
people that she lived with or her relatives thought that she 


was dead, and they made arrangements for the funeral. They 
also put on all the jewels that she possessed. When she was 
taken to the cemetery to be buried, two thieves saw all those 
jewels and decided to get them. She was buried in the 
evening. 
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When the two thieves went for the jewels, they had to 
dig up the grave again, of course. When they were opening 
the coffin, the woman looked up and talked to them and told 
them that she was alive. She told them that all of the jewels 
she had on were theirs, for they had saved her life. 

All this happened during the night. One of the thieves 
went ahead to tell her family. Of course they were very 
surprised and all came back with him. The husband agreed 
that the two thieves should keep all the jewels. 


18. Tragedy Discovered at Later Burial 


Once a woman had died a long time before one of her rela- 
tives died. The men who buried this relative did not know 
that this woman was buried there; so they went ahead and 
dug another grave on top of that one. When they saw the 
coffin, they opened it; and they saw only a web, but they 
could make out the outline of the dead person and that it 
was a woman. Her head was turned down and her hands 
were on her head. All her relatives grieved for her, but it 
was too late. They knew that they had buried her alive. This 
is another case of a person who was buried in a trance. 


19. Live Burial Discovered Too Late 
Told by Mrs. Laura Wetterhus to Dorris Olson. 


There was a very beautiful woman that died on April 20, 
1936. She was the wife of a prominent businessman. She 
had a very beautiful funeral, and nearly the whole town 
was there. She had beautiful long blonde hair that hung 
down past her waist. Her fingernails were like cat claws and 


they were very beautiful. After she’d been buried for three 
days, her husband went to the mortuary and told the under- 
taker that he knew his wife wasn’t dead and he wanted them 
to dig her up. After quite a bit of persuasion the undertaker 
agreed to dig her up. They went to the graveyard and dug 
her coffin up and opened it. Inside they saw the coffin full 
of blood. The lady’s hair was pulled out by the roots and her 
fingernails were broken and bloody and full of hair. The 
top of her coffin was scratched and scarred. She had a look 
of horror on her face, and her eyes were glassy-looking. The 
woman was not dead when she was buried. 
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VI. MISCELLANEOUS TALES 
20. Death from Fear, When Clothing is Caught 
Told in Spanish by Lucia Ortiz to Tom Crespin. 

There was a man who didn’t believe that God was present 
at the altar. Two other men bet him ten dollars that he 
wouldn’t go in the church and drive a nail on the altar. He 
went in the church wearing a long coat. When he drove the 
nail in the altar, he nailed his coat to the altar. When he 
stood up and the coat pulled him down, he fainted. 


(This seems to be the story of the man who goes to the 
graveyard on a bet to stick a knife or sword into a certain grave. He 
drives the knife through his cuff or through the tail of his long coat 
and dies when he tries to get up. See HF'6;5,107; HFB 1:59.—The 
Editor) 


21. Death from Fear 
Told in Spanish to Marion Esquivel by her mother. 

Some people dared a priest to walk in a church at mid- 
night without any lights and hammer a nail in the wall. They 
heard the hammer once; then there was a long silence. The 
people waited. When they walked in, they found the priest 
dead. The people thought that he saw or imagined he saw 
something so terrible that it scared him to death. 


22. Learning English 
Told in Spanish by Tom Crespin to Arthur Castillo. 

There was a Spanish fellow who was learning English. 
The first word that he learned was “yes.” He went uptown 
and a fellow asked him, “Do you want to fight?” 

He said, “Yes.” So he got a beating. He went back to 
the fellow who was teaching him English. The English 
teacher taught him the word ‘‘no.”’ 

The same fellow who gave him the beating asked him, 
“Did you have enough?” 

He said, “No.” So the man gave him another beating. 
Finally he decided to stick to his own language, which was 
Spanish. 

(This story is somewhat similar to Type 1697 We three; For Money. 
Three men know only three phrases of the language of the country 


where they are traveling, and they get accused of murder because of 
answers they give.—The Editor) 
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VII. FOLK BELIEFS 
(All translated from the Spanish) 


A. Devil and Supernatural 


1. If you want to talk with the devil, make a hole where 
two roads intersect. Bury a rooster alive with his head 
projecting from the ground. At twelve o’clock at night the 
devil will come to see what you want. 


2. If the baby cries when baptized, it means it has scared 
the devil away. 


8. Paint your doors and windows blue to keep away bad 
spirits. 

4, If you want to do magic, kill a black cat and collect 
all the vertebrae of his backbone. Get one with your teeth 
and see yourself in the mirror. Keep changing vertebrae 
until you get one that vanishes your image from the mirror. 
Then you can do any kind of magic you wish. 


5. If you want to talk to a dead person, you go at mid- 
night and light two candles at his feet. As soon as the candles 
are about out, the dead person comes out and talks to you. The 
man has to be brave enough to stay and listen. 


6. When you go to a funeral, always throw some dirt 
into the grave; for if you don’t the dead person will come to 
visit you at night. 

7. When a person dies, touch his feet so he will not 
visit you at night and pull your feet. 


B. Death Omens 
8. If birds or bats get in the house, it means that there 
will be a death in the house within the next eight days. 


9. People believed that when a person would die and 
had one foot shorter than the other that meant that another 
relative of his was going to die. 

10. Long ago people believed that when they dug up a 
grave and left it open over night, that meant that someone 
else was going to die the next day. 

11. If you dream someone is getting married, some rela- 
tive of yours will soon die. 


12. If you dream of grapes, somebody will die. 
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13. If you go to a funeral and count the cars, you will 
be the next one to die. 

14. When you see a spider on the wall going up, you'll 
have a long life; if it’s going down, you’ll have a short life. 


C. Bad Luck 


15. If you are traveling in a car and a rabbit runs across 
the road in front of you, you’d better spit, or a tire will blow 
out. 

16. If you are crossing a path or road and a black cat 
goes in front of you, you have to go back until the cat gets to 
the end of the road. If you don’t, you will have bad luck. 

17. If you break a mirror, you will have seven years of 
bad luck. 

18. Ifa baby is asleep, don’t watch him. It’s bad luck. 


| 19. If you dream of muddy water, you will have bad luck 
the next day. 


20. On her wedding day the bride is not supposed to see 
her groom. It will bring bad luck to both of them. 


21. If three persons light a cigar with one match, it’s 
bad luck. 


22. It’s considered bad luck to sit at the table with thir- 
teen people. 


23. To step over a broom. 

24. To put shoes on the bed. 

25. Fora group of people to split up and go around a post. 
26. To comb your hair in the dark. 

27. To put your left shoe on first. 

28. Two people drying on the same towel. 

29. For one person to open a knife and the other one to 


380. To give a person a knife. 

381. To give a person a pin. 

32. To carry an ax through the house. 

33. To walk under a ladder. 

34. Sweeping after dark. 

385. To cut your nails. 

386. Putting your clothes on wrong side out. 
37. For a dog to howl at night. 

88. Misplacing your hat. 
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D. Dreams 

39. If you want some real nice dreams, set a glass of 
water at the head of your bed. The Guardian Angel will be 
there. 

40. At night when you go to bed and you take your shoes 
off, don’t put them at the head of your bed or you will have 
bad dreams. 

41. If you have a dream at night and talk about it be- 
fore breakfast, the dream will come true. 

42. When you dream of falling and do not wake up be- 
fore you hit the bottom, you will never wake up. 

43. When you put a piece of wedding cake under your 
pillow, you'll dream of getting married. 

44, If you put the bride’s bouquet stems under your 
mother’s pillow, you’ll dream of who you'll marry. 

45. If you want some sleep, take a glass of water with 
a pair of scissors on top of the glass, making a cross with the 
scissors. Then set it under the bed. 

46. If you dream of grapes, somebody will die. 

47. If you dream someone is getting married, some rela- 
tive of yours will soon die. 


E. Guests 


48. If the cat is washing his face, expect company. 

49. When you drop the dish towel, expect company. 

50. When you drop the dish rag, somebody uglier than 
you is coming to visit you. 

51. If you drop a tablespoon, a tall lady is coming to 
visit you. 

52. If you have a piece of string or thread hanging on 
your clothes, it means that you will have a date. 

53. If you find a bobby pin, it means that you will have 
a date. 


F. Weather 


54. If the crickets chirp, it will rain. 

55. If you see very many terrapins, it is going to rain. 

56. Kill a snake and turn it on its back; and if it stays 
it will rain. 

57. It will rain if you see bugs crawling out of a canyon. 
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58. It will rain if you see a wedding ring around the 
moon. 

59. If you wash the windows, it will rain. 

60. The Lord promised the people of Polvadera that it 
would rain befvure the tenth of August, or if it didn’t rain 
before that time, it would become a desert. 

61. If it’s hailing, cross two pans to make a cross; and 
the hail will stop. | | 

62. When it’s hailing, pour salt in a cross outside. 

63. When the geese fly south, it will get cold. 


G. Punishments 


64. If you throw salt on purpose, when you die you will 
have to come and pick it up with your eyelashes. 

65. When you give something and take it away again, a 
horn will grow on your forehead. 

66. When you are cooking and scrape the frying pan, it 
will rain on your wedding day. 


H. Physical Signs 
67. If your right ear wiggles when you are talking, you 
are lying. 
68. If your right hand itches in the palm, you’ll receive 
money. 
69. When your left ear burns and it is red, someone is 
talking about you. 


I. Animals 
70. Ifa turtle takes hold of your finger, it will not let go 
until it thunders. 


71. If you kill a snake, hang it on the fence and the next 
day there will be two of them. 


72. Pull a hair out of a horse’s tail by the roots and put 
it in a barrel of water and the hair will turn into a little worm. 


J. Miscellaneous 
73. If you see a white butterfly, you have a letter at the 
post office. 
74. If you go to bed singing, you will wake up crying. 


75. If you cut your hair in the moonlight, it will grow 
better. 
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76. If a baby is sleeping and starts to laugh, the angels 
of heaven are with him. 

77. If you get dressed in bed, a bull will follow you. 

78. _Whenever people hear strange noises, like the drag- 
ging of chains, in an old house, people claim that if the owner 
of the house is dead there is some treasure in the house. 


VII. REMEDIES 
(All translated from the Spanish) 


1. If you have the nosebleed, take a few drops of your 
blood and mix it with a little bit of lime. Then make a cross 
on your forehead with this mixture, and it will stop the nose- 
bleed. 

2. Other nosebleed cures: 

Keep a red string tied around your neck. 

Put a penny under your upper lip, and the bleeding 
will stop. 

Put a brown cigarette paper under your upper lip. 

Wet the back of your neck, and the bleeding will stop. 

Put a silver coin under your tongue. 

3. One way to get rid of a wart is to take a string and 
tie knots in it, one for every wart. Then take the string and 
put it under a rock. When the string rots, the wart will go 
away. . 

4. If you-have warts, steal your mother’s washrag and 
hide it; and the warts will go away. 

5. Rub a wart with two broom straws until it bleeds. 
Cover them with mud, and the wart will disappear. 

6. Tocurea wart find an old bone and rub it on the wart; 
then put the bone back where you found it. The bone must 
be in exactly the same place, or it will not cure the wart. 

7. Evil Eye: When a person likes a baby very much and 
plays with it, sometimes after the person is gone the baby 
gets sick, has a high fever and vomits. This is caused by the 
Evil Eye. The same person has to come and mix salt and 
water and spray the salt water on the baby’s face. 

8. Evil Eye: Put a coral necklace around your neck in 
order to keep away the Evil Eye. 

9. When a baby is cutting teeth, they say that if you put 
a string of rattlesnake bones around the baby’s neck it won’t 
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be sick. (Of course the bones will have to be boiled over and 
over before putting them on.) 

10. When a baby is cutting teeth, get a seed from a 
squash. Make a small cross and hang it around the baby’s 
neck. 

11. They say that if you rub a baby on the stomach with 
an egg and it breaks, it means the baby has a pain somewhere 
in its stomach. 

12. Rubaraw broken egg on the chest of the sick person; 
and where the yolk breaks, that is where the pain is. 

13. If you have a very high fever, put an egg near your 
head; and if the egg cooks, the fever will go away. 

14. Tie a black rag around your neck if you have a sore 
throat, and it will cure it. 

15. When a person gets bitten by a rattlesnake, the thing 
to do is to grab it by both the tail and the head and bite it 
in the middle. The poison of the person’s mouth will kill the 
snake and cure the bite. 

16. When you have a pain in your legs, put your shoes 
beneath the mattress. 

17. If your hair is dead at the ends and will not grow, 
keep your fingernails trimmed in order to make it grow. 

18. They say that if you put copper bracelets on your 
wrists, you won’t ever feel rheumatic pains. 

19. They say that if you are rheumatic, you feel it just 
when bad weather is coming. 


Socorro High School Socorro, New Mexico 
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